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PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. RON KIND 
OF WISCONSIN 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, January 30, 2019 

Mr. KIND. Madam Speaker, I was unable to 
have my votes recorded on the House floor on 
Monday, January 28, 2019 due to flight can-
cellations from heavy snow in Wisconsin. Had 
I been present, I would have supported the 
passage of all bills considered on the floor. In 
particular, I strongly supported the passage of 
H.R. 502, the FIND Trafficking Act, as this bill 
is an important step forward in preventing on-
line marketplaces used for sex trafficking or il-
legal drug trafficking. 

f 

CELEBRATING THE LIFE OF GAR-
DEN GROVE FIRE CHIEF TOM 
SCHULTZ 

HON. HARLEY ROUDA 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, January 30, 2019 

Mr. ROUDA. Madam Speaker, I rise today 
to celebrate the life of Tom Schultz, Fire Chief 
of Garden Grove, CA. This past weekend, Mr. 
Schultz died of stage 4 pancreatic cancer. 

Chief Schultz devoted his life to ensuring 
the safety and security of all Orange County 
residents, spending three decades in the fire 
departments of Garden Grove, Fullerton, and 
Brea, CA. 

In addition to his day-to-day work at the fire 
station, Chief Schultz trained and mentored 
young firefighters through his work as an in-
structor in Santa Ana College’s fire technology 
program, and he was deeply involved in the 
management and leadership of the Orange 
County Fire Chiefs’ Association. 

I commend Chief Schultz for his years of 
service and extend my heartfelt condolences 
to his family and friends in this difficult time. 

I ask all members to join me in remem-
bering Tom Schultz—a public servant, family 
man, and leader—for a lifetime of service to 
the people and communities of Orange Coun-
ty. 

f 

HONORING RANDY RANDAZZO 

HON. JIMMY PANETTA 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, January 30, 2019 

Mr. PANETTA. Madam Speaker, I rise today 
to honor Mr. Randy Randazzo for his service 
to the community of Carmel Valley, California. 
Mr. Randazzo has made a career out of serv-
ice and has fostered an environment of 
collectiveness and compassion in his tight-knit 
community. 

As a World War II Marine Veteran, Mr. 
Randazzo heroically served in the Bougainville 

Campaign in the Solomon Islands. He served 
on the fleet that facilitated the Japanese sur-
render, signaling the close of World War II. 
Upon returning to his home of Carmel Valley, 
Mr. Randazzo dedicated his life to his commu-
nity. He and his wife, Charlene, have owned 
and operated the local market in Carmel Val-
ley Village, which has served as the corner-
stone for the community. Randy is also active 
in the local Kiwanis Club, where he works to 
empower youth to change the world by invest-
ing in their futures. 

Among his many achievements, Mr. 
Randazzo has been awarded Carmel Valley’s 
Good Egg award for Citizen of the Year twice 
for his service to the community. Additionally, 
he has been recognized by the Carmel Histor-
ical Society for his contributions in organizing 
and establishing the Carmel Valley Community 
Center. Many called Mr. Randazzo the unoffi-
cial mayor of Carmel Valley, as the small, un-
incorporated community views his leadership 
as invaluable and irreplaceable. 

I am immensely grateful for Randy 
Randazzo’s distinguished service to his coun-
try and the residents of the central coast of 
California. Madam Speaker, I ask that my col-
leagues join me in congratulating Mr. Randy 
Randazzo on his distinguished career and rec-
ognizing his outstanding citizenship and im-
mense contributions to both Carmel Valley 
and the United States of America. 

f 

HONORING JAMES BELT AT CON-
GRESSMAN VELA’S BLACK HIS-
TORY MONTH CELEBRATION 

HON. FILEMON VELA 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, January 30, 2019 

Mr. VELA. Madam Speaker, I rise today to 
honor the legacy of James Belt, a native of 
Harlingen, for his work and service in the 
great State of Texas. 

Mr. Belt earned his Bachelor of Business 
Administration from the Pan American Univer-
sity, Edinburg, in 1968, and his Juris Doc-
torate from Thurgood Marshall School of Law 
at Texas Southern University (TSU) in 1977. 
After law school, he opened his law practice in 
South Dallas, where he served the African 
American community for almost 40 years. A 
lifetime member of the National Association for 
the Advancement of Colored People, Mr. Belt 
was also a member of the National Bar Asso-
ciation, the Texas Bar Association, J.L. Turner 
Legal Association, and the American Inns of 
Court. 

As founder of the Dallas Black Criminal Bar 
Association, he was a well-respected leader 
and advocate for the advancement of his com-
munity, and inspired others to help those in 
need. He served on the TSU Board of Re-
gents, the Dallas Area Rapid Transit Board, 
and the Texas Rural Foundation Board. He 
was the co-publisher of the Dallas Examiner. 
Mr. Belt received the ‘‘Living Legends’’ award 

from the J.L. Turner Legal Association, and 
was recognized as ‘‘Business Man of the 
Year’’ by the alumnae chapter of TSU in 2010. 

I am pleased to honor James Belt for his 
legacy of unselfishness and generosity. Mr. 
Belt’s devotion to serving others makes him 
an outstanding role model for the people of 
the Lower Rio Grande Valley. I ask my col-
leagues to join me in honoring James Belt, 
and recognizing his surviving family and 
friends on this special occasion. 

f 

WILDLIFE CONSERVATION AND 
ANTI-TRAFFICKING ACT 

HON. JOHN GARAMENDI 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, January 30, 2019 

Mr. GARAMENDI. Madam Speaker, today I 
reintroduce the Wildlife Conservation and Anti- 
Trafficking Act with Congressman DON YOUNG 
(R–AK), the Dean of the House. 

I thank Congressman YOUNG (R–AK) for his 
support as my co-lead and original cosponsor 
on this important legislation, as well as our 
former colleague Congresswoman Madeleine 
Z. Bordallo (D–GU), who sponsored this legis-
lation in the previous Congress. 

Around the world, poachers, traffickers, and 
transnational criminal organizations respon-
sible for human rights abuses are driving 
iconic wildlife to extinction. The Wildlife Con-
servation and Anti-Trafficking Act advances 
American leadership in tackling this global cri-
sis. Our bipartisan bill would strengthen fed-
eral enforcement against the global trade in il-
legal wildlife and seafood products, while also 
providing dedicated funding for conservation 
efforts, at no expense to taxpayers. 

Specifically, our bill would make serious 
wildlife trafficking violations predicate offenses 
under federal racketeering and anti-organized 
crime laws (RICO and Travel Acts). The bill 
would also engage whistleblowers, through 
monetary incentives, in providing actionable 
intelligence needed to bring down global wild-
life trafficking rings. Under our bill, the U.S. 
Fish and Wildlife Service would be authorized 
to station law enforcement officials and agen-
cy personnel abroad in high-intensity wildlife 
trafficking areas, as embeds in American em-
bassies and consulates. 

Any penalties, fines, forfeitures, and restitu-
tion paid to the U.S. government for criminal 
violations of the federal organized crime, rack-
eteering, and money laundering statutes for 
wildlife trafficking offenses would support con-
servation efforts. This provides dedicated 
funding for in-country conservation efforts for 
highly trafficked and endangered wildlife spe-
cies, at no expense to taxpayers under our 
bill. 

Lastly, our bill includes provisions to crack 
down on illegal, unreported, and unregulated 
(IUU) fishing by foreign vessels or fraudulent 
seafood imports into the United States. Ac-
cording to the U.S. State Department, IUU 
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fishing often goes hand-in-hand with 
transnational organized crime, human traf-
ficking and forced labor, and weapons and 
drug trafficking. American fishermen should 
never be expected to compete against fraudu-
lent seafood imports harvested with slave 
labor, especially in the Indo-Pacific region. 

Madam Speaker, again I thank Congress-
man YOUNG (R–AK) for his partnership as the 
original cosponsor on this important, bipartisan 
bill. I urge all Members to join us in cospon-
soring the Wildlife Conservation and Anti-Traf-
ficking Act. 

f 

PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. LLOYD SMUCKER 
OF PENNSYLVANIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, January 30, 2019 

Mr. SMUCKER. Madam Speaker, due to ill-
ness I missed Roll Call vote No. 59. Had I 
been present, I would have voted NAY on Roll 
Call No. 59. 

f 

IN SUPPORT OF PAYCHECK 
FAIRNESS ACT 

HON. SHEILA JACKSON LEE 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, January 30, 2019 

Ms. JACKSON LEE. Madam Speaker, I am 
proud to be a sponsor of the Paycheck Fair-
ness Act. 

This Act is needed to stop discriminatory 
practices by employers against our mothers, 
wives, daughters, and granddaughters that do 
the same job as their male counterparts. 

It is sad that today in America, women 
working full-time, year-round still earn 80 
cents, on average, for every dollar earned by 
men. 

Women of color face the brunt of the in-
equality, with African American women earn-
ing 61 cents, Latinas earning 53 cents, and 
Native Hawaiian and Pacific Islander women 
earning 62 cents compared with white, non- 
Hispanic men. 

This year marks the 10-year anniversary of 
President Barack Obama signing the Lily 
Ledbetter Act, which made it easier to sue in 
cases of pay discrimination. 

This legislation that we are discussing 
today—the Paycheck Fairness Act—is but one 
small step towards that end. 

The Paycheck Fairness Act, will strengthen 
the Equal Pay Act—passed more than 45 
years ago—and as a result improve the law’s 
effectiveness, and help to address the per-
sistent wage gap between men and women. 

The Paycheck Fairness Act would: 
Clarify acceptable reasons for differences in 

pay by requiring employers to demonstrate 
that wage gaps between men and women 
doing the same work are truly a result of fac-
tors other than sex. 

Deter wage discrimination by strengthening 
penalties for equal pay violations, and by pro-
hibiting retaliation against workers who inquire 
about employers’ wage practices or disclose 
their own wages. 

The bill’s approach would ensure that 
women can obtain the same remedies as 

those subject to discrimination on the basis of 
race or national origin. 

Provide women with a fair option to proceed 
in a class action suit under the Equal Pay Act, 
and allow women to receive punitive and com-
pensatory damages for pay discrimination. 

Clarify the establishment provision under the 
Equal Pay Act, which would allow for reason-
able comparisons between employees to de-
termine fair wages. 

Authorize additional training for Equal Em-
ployment Opportunity Commission staff to bet-
ter identify and handle wage disputes. 

It will aid in the efficient and effective en-
forcement of federal anti-pay discrimination 
laws by requiring the EEOC to develop regula-
tions directing employers to collect wage data, 
reported by the race, sex, and national origin 
of employees. 

It will require the U.S. Department of Labor 
to reinstate activities that promote equal pay, 
such as: directing educational programs, pro-
viding technical assistance to employers, rec-
ognizing businesses that address the wage 
gap, collecting wage-related data, and con-
ducting and promoting research about pay dis-
parities between men and women. 

More importantly for our young ladies going 
into the workforce it will establish a competi-
tive grant program to develop salary negotia-
tion training for women and girls. 

As a Member of the Women’s Caucus I 
have been fighting for pay equity for American 
women since before I arrived here as a Rep-
resentative in 1995, and I believe that equal 
pay for equal work is a simple matter of jus-
tice. 

Wage disparities are not simply a result of 
women’s education levels or life choices. 

In fact, the pay gap between college edu-
cated men and women appears first after col-
lege—even when women are working full-time 
in the same fields with the same major as 
men—and continues to widen during the first 
10 years in the workforce. 

Further, this persistent wage gap not only 
impacts the economic security of women and 
their families today, it also directly affects 
women’s retirement security tomorrow. 

Now is the time for additional proactive 
measures to effectively address wage discrimi-
nation and eliminate loopholes that have hin-
dered the Equal Pay Act’s effectiveness. 

I urge my colleagues, both men and women 
to support equality in rights and pay for all 
Americans by supporting the Paycheck Fair-
ness Act. 

f 

HONORING DR. TWANA COOKS- 
ALLEN AT CONGRESSMAN 
VELA’S BLACK HISTORY MONTH 
CELEBRATION 

HON. FILEMON VELA 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, January 30, 2019 

Mr. VELA. Madam Speaker, I rise today to 
honor Dr. Twana Cooks-Allen of Harlingen, 
Texas for her exceptional service to the Rio 
Grande Valley. 

Since earning her Ph.D. in Counseling Psy-
chology and Marriage and Family Therapy, Dr. 
Cooks-Allen has been an esteemed profes-
sional in mental health for over 30 years. 

Dr. Cooks-Allen’s experience includes sup-
port to the Department of Homeland Security 

and the Department of Defense, as well as 
local and state agencies in Minnesota, Mis-
souri, Illinois, and Texas. Throughout her ca-
reer, she has helped patients struggling with 
depression, post-traumatic stress disorder, 
chronic suicidality, substance abuse, sexual 
assault, pedophilia, eating disorders, schizo-
phrenia, and personality disorders. 

Dr. Cooks-Allen currently works as Marriage 
and Family Counselor at the Veterans Affairs 
Texas Valley Coastal Bend Healthcare System 
in Harlingen. She is also the proud founder of 
the Veteran Kids/Teen Program at the Vet-
erans Outreach Center. The program provides 
children of veterans with emotional, psycho-
logical, and educational assistance. 

A true champion, Dr. Cooks-Allen also 
spends her spare time helping our veterans 
and their children. Every year she hosts a 
one-week summer camp with activities, meals, 
and snacks for the children of veterans. Her 
goal is to create a place for these children to 
discuss their concerns and fears and to re-
ceive support from their peers, while enjoying 
activities. Not only does she dedicate her time 
to these programs, Dr. Cooks-Allen also funds 
many of the activities herself. 

I am pleased to recognize Dr. Twana 
Cooks-Allen for her generous and invaluable 
support in Texas’ 34th Congressional District. 
Whether working at the VA or volunteering 
with veterans, our district and the State of 
Texas are forever grateful for her work. I ask 
my colleagues to join me in thanking her, her 
family, and friends on this special occasion. 

f 

TRIBUTE TO THE LIFE OF MARY 
ALICE O’CONNOR 

HON. MARK DeSAULNIER 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Wednesday, January 30, 2019 

Mr. DESAULNIER. Madam Speaker, I rise 
today to commemorate the life of Mary Alice 
O’Connor, a longtime resident of the Bay 
Area. 

Born in January 1943 to an Irish Catholic 
family , Mary Alice grew up in Chicago, Illinois. 
In 1968, she headed to the West Coast and 
eventually settled in the Bay Area. While rais-
ing three children, Mary Alice worked in her 
family’s printing business and later for a tele-
phone company. 

Mary Alice was always passionate about 
philosophy and spiritualism. In 1991, she pur-
sued her goal of bringing peace, joy, and com-
passion to the world by becoming an ordained 
Unity minister. She served the community 
through ceremonies for weddings, memorials, 
blessings, and other events. Mary Alice also 
taught inherent beauty and self-expression 
through spiritual rehabilitation sessions, work-
ing to promote physical and spiritual healing. 

In the early 2000s, Mary Alice became the 
Executive Director of the Mt. Diablo Peace 
and Justice Center in Walnut Creek, CA. Dur-
ing her leadership, the peace center became 
an engaged and energetic community partner. 

Mary Alice passed away on December 3, 
2018. She is survived by her sister Margaret 
O’Connor; her children Glory Marshall, 
Sikwaya Condon, and Shasta Lockwood; and 
her grandchildren Chavez Li Condon, Moses 
Lockwood, and Jacob Lockwood; her former 
husband Pat Condon, and her partner Willard 
Davis. 
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Mary Alice O’Connor will be remembered by 

me and the Contra Costa community for dedi-
cation to peace and harmony in Contra Costa 
and around the world. 

f 

PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. LOIS FRANKEL 
OF FLORIDA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, January 30, 2019 

Ms. FRANKEL. Madam Speaker, on roll call 
vote 55, I was not present because I was un-
avoidably detained. Had I been present, I 
would have voted ‘‘NAY.’’ 

f 

INTRODUCTION OF THE DISTRICT 
OF COLUMBIA LOCAL PROS-
ECUTOR HOME RULE ACT OF 2019 

HON. ELEANOR HOLMES NORTON 
OF THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, January 30, 2019 

Ms. NORTON. Madam Speaker, today, I in-
troduce the District of Columbia Local Pros-
ecutor Home Rule Act of 2019 to give District 
of Columbia residents another important ele-
ment of the self-government enjoyed by all 
other American citizens, including those in the 
U.S. territories. The bill would establish a local 
prosecutor’s office designated under local law 
to prosecute all local crimes in the District. 
Under federal law, the U.S. Attorney’s Office 
for the District of Columbia, a federal entity, is 
responsible for prosecuting most local crimes 
committed by adults here, which is the greater 
part of its caseload, in addition to prosecuting 
federal crimes. This bill is special because it 
effectuates a 2002 advisory referendum, ap-
proved by 82 percent of D.C. voters, to create 
a local prosecutor’s office. 

There is no law enforcement issue of great-
er importance to D.C. residents on which they 
have less say than the prosecution of local 
crimes here. A U.S. Attorney has no business 
prosecuting the local crimes of a jurisdiction, 
an anachronism that is out of place in any 
American self-governing jurisdiction. In fact, 
the territories of the United States—Puerto 
Rico, Guam, the U.S. Virgin Islands, American 
Samoa, and the Northern Mariana Islands—all 
have local prosecutors to prosecute local 
crimes. The absence of a local D.C. pros-
ecutor is one more anachronism from the pre- 
home rule days when D.C. had no local gov-
ernment. The goal of this bill is to give the 
District the same jurisdiction over the criminal 
justice matters that state, local and territorial 
jurisdictions justifiably regard as mandatory. 

Amending federal law to create a local pros-
ecutor would be an important step toward our 
goal of achieving true self-government. I urge 
my colleagues to support this important meas-
ure. 

HONORING DONALD HAMM AT 
CONGRESSMAN VELA’S BLACK 
HISTORY MONTH CELEBRATION 

HON. FILEMON VELA 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Wednesday, January 30, 2019 

Mr. VELA. Madam Speaker, I rise today to 
honor Donald Hamm for his positive contribu-
tions to the Rio Grande Valley. 

Mr. Hamm was born in Montgomery, Ala-
bama and joined the United States Army after 
graduating from high school. He was honor-
ably discharged from the military after serving 
his country for six years. He enrolled in nurs-
ing school, and has served as a nurse in the 
Lower Rio Grande Valley (LRGV) since the 
1990s. The welcoming environment and di-
verse culture of the Valley encouraged Mr. 
Hamm to make Brownsville his permanent 
home. 

Mr. Hamm is an active member of our com-
munity, engaging in areas beyond the medical 
field. He was elected 2nd Vice President of 
the National Association for the Advancement 
of Colored People’s LRGV chapter. Hamm 
founded the South Texas Mass Choir (STMC) 
in 2006, and serves as its director. STMC, the 
first and only Gospel Mass Choir in South 
Texas, had its debut performance in 2006 at 
the first ever Gospel Explosion in Brownsville, 
Texas at the Jacob Brown Auditorium. Mr. 
Hamm is also a pastor at the Kingdom Con-
nection Worship Center, and provides mar-
riage counseling to couples in the region. 

I am pleased to recognize Mr. Hamm’s posi-
tive work in Texas’ 34th Congressional Dis-
trict. Brownsville is thankful for his service in 
the military and the medical field. I ask my col-
leagues to join me in thanking him, his family, 
and friends on this special occasion. 

f 

HOWARD G. LANE—JUSTICE, 
JUDGE LAWYER, ADVOCATE 

HON. GREGORY W. MEEKS 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Wednesday, January 30, 2019 

Mr. MEEKS. Madam Speaker, the Honor-
able Howard G. Lane, Supreme Court Justice, 
Queens County, 11th Judicial District (Retired) 
was elected Judge of the Civil Court in 
Queens County in November 2003, after 24 
years of practicing law. A graduate of Manhat-
tan College where he was awarded a Bach-
elor of Science degree and awarded a Juris 
Doctor degree in 1978 from Hofstra University 
Law School and the recipient of Fredrick 
Douglass National Moot Court Competition, 
‘‘Best Oralist’’ Northeast Regional Competition 
Award and admitted to practice law in the 
state of New York in 1979. 

From 1979 to Judge Lane’s election to the 
Civil Court, he served as Law Clerk and Prin-
cipal Court Attorney for Supreme Court Justice 
Leslie G. Leach in the Queens County Court 
prior to serving as a sole practitioner engaged 
in the private practice of law and hearings. In 
his long and distinguished career, he also 
served as a Hearing Officer for the Transit Ad-
judication Bureau and staff attorney for Com-
munity Action for Legal Services, Inc. 

Justice Lane’s approach to leadership is ex-
emplified by his fervent belief in the concept of 

teamwork and empowerment. His aim has 
been to lead by example, re-energizing and 
transforming the culture of the judicial institu-
tions he has led through a partnership be-
tween administrators and front-line staff. His 
commitment to the Judicial System and his re-
spect for the value of our law resulted in his 
legal opinions and rulings being recognized as 
exemplary of the finest legal analysis and 
thinking. 

That I, GREGORY W. MEEKS, Member of the 
116th Congress, on behalf of the constituents 
of the Fifth Congressional District of New 
York, congratulate Howard G. Lane for his 
twenty-four years of service to quality legal 
practice. On behalf of the 723,000 residents of 
the Fifth Congressional District, I thank Judge 
Lane for his outstanding and ongoing contribu-
tion to our Judicial Institution’s integrity and 
local and global community’s wellbeing. 

f 

COAL RIDGE CHEERLEADING 
CHAMPIONSHIP TRIBUTE 

HON. SCOTT R. TIPTON 
OF COLORADO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, January 30, 2019 

Mr. TIPTON. Madam Speaker, I rise today 
to recognize the Coal Ridge Titans’ co-ed 
cheer team for winning the 3A Cheer Spirit 
state championship in Denver. Their All-Girls 
team also placed second in the All-Girls cat-
egory. 

In total, the Titan’s co-ed team scored 78.05 
points over the opposing Strasburg, which 
scored 71.12 points. Bayfield placed third and 
Alamosa placed fourth in the state champion-
ship spirit competition. The Titan’s success is 
a testament to their strength, teamwork, and 
dedication. Team members included: Kyla 
Boyd, Andrea Jurado, Pilar Pagni, Kalicia 
MacGregor, Haven Prodzinski, Cipriana 
Dacuma, Paige Stecklein, Christian Vasquez, 
Hartleigh Porter, Madison Balizan, Tana 
Couey, Tori Byers, Brayden Kammers, Nathan 
Tomasello, Nicole Elliott, Lacey Peterson, 
Annikya Wight. 

Alongside the co-ed team, the All-Girls Coal 
Ridge cheer team placed second overall in the 
state with an overall score of 68.02. Only four 
of the 19 girls on the team had formal cheer 
experience, which made their win especially 
significant. Their endless work-ethic and ability 
to overcome adversity, which culminated in 
their ultimate success, should make them 
proud. For many of the team’s players, this 
win is the achievement of a goal they have 
worked towards for years. I commend their 
coaches and each member of the team for 
their sportsmanship and competitive spirit. 
Team members included: Olivia Oldham, Litzy 
Martinez, Litzy Rivera, Morgan Bilodeay, 
Jinessa Hayden, Valerie Capraro, Samantha 
Sarmiento, Samantha Copeland, Leila Green, 
Natalie Smyth, Aurie Madrid, Savannah Ma-
drid, Denisse Ortega, Odalys Quezada, 
Brynlee Elswick, Phoebe Young, Cara Groves, 
Rhaya Carmichael, Sydney Stanley. 

Madam Speaker, I am proud to have these 
incredible students call the Third Congres-
sional District in Western Colorado home, and 
I offer my sincere congratulations. I wish them 
luck in their future endeavors, and I am eager 
to see what they will accomplish going for-
ward. 
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HONORING THE 10TH ANNIVER-

SARY OF THE AFRICAN AMER-
ICAN FIREFIGHTERS HISTORICAL 
SOCIETY 

HON. ELIJAH E. CUMMINGS 
OF MARYLAND 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, January 30, 2019 

Mr. CUMMINGS. Madam Speaker, I rise 
today to recognize the 10th Anniversary of the 
African American Firefighters Historical Soci-
ety. The African American Firefighters Histor-
ical Society was founded in Baltimore, Mary-
land on January 23, 2009 by two, now-retired, 
members of the Baltimore City Fire Depart-
ment: Firefighter George Collins and Lieuten-
ant Michael Jenson. It was started as part of 
an event celebrating the 55-year reunion of 
the first African Americans appointed to the 
Baltimore City Fire Department. While re-
searching the history of African-American fire-
fighters in Baltimore, it did not take long be-
fore they discovered that nearly every fire de-
partment around the country had its own story 
of African Americans contributing to their 
ranks. 

The mission of the African American Fire-
fighters Historical Society is to collect, pre-
serve and disseminate historical data and in-
formation relating to the contributions made by 
firefighters of color, and others who have con-
tributed to such history. This material is used 
to educate and mentor firefighters and the 
communities that they serve. 

The Historical Society is also a 501(c)(3) 
charitable organization, and it hosts an annual 
Salute Dinner. This dinner honors African- 
American firefighters, entities, individuals, and 
dates that are significant to the fire service 
history of African Americans. It is the only 
event of its kind in the world, and they are 
proud that the dinner has become their signa-
ture event. 

All the honorees over the last 10 years have 
been extremely deserving of their recognition. 
Most have never had their contributions ac-
knowledged. These individuals are humble 
men and women, who would tell you that they 
were just doing what needed to be done. 
Whether it be to acknowledge a heroic act or 
some other significant act, such as being the 
first to reach a rank or position, accomplished 
by firefighters, the African American Fire-
fighters Historical Society is always interested 
in finding these individuals. The organization 
also welcomes information about organizations 
who have reached historic milestones or anni-
versaries relevant to African-American fire-
fighters. 

To show just how relevant The African 
American Firefighters Historical Society has 
become, I would like to take a moment to 
share the stories of some of its honorees. 

Stories of people like Edward Collic, who 
faced significant hurdles to becoming Balti-
more City Fire Department’s First African 
American Lieutenant Pilot. During promotion 
testing, Collic was given ten additional naviga-
tion questions by his Coast Guard examiner, 
effectively turning what is normally a 4-hour 
test into an 8-hour exam. Still, he passed and 
was reluctantly given his 100 Ton Masters Li-
censes. Collic worked as an Acting Lieutenant 
for thirteen years, being passed over for pro-
motions several times despite consistently 
scoring first or second on the promotion exam. 

In some cases, he was deliberately removed 
from the top of the list. Collic was finally pro-
moted, possibly becoming Maryland’s first Afri-
can-American Fireboat Lieutenant. With a rep-
utation for being the best Lieutenant Pilot, one 
night he was sought out by his Battalion Chief 
to respond to a train that had derailed with 
hazardous material on board. He took his fire-
boat up the Susquehanna River to Port De-
posit, Maryland, on what would become the 
longest run in BCFD history. 

The Society has also honored people like 
Mrs. Carrye Brown, on the 20th Anniversary of 
her appointment to the highest fire service po-
sition in the country. In January 1995, Brown 
was nominated by President Bill Clinton to be 
our Nation’s first woman and first African 
American to head the U.S. Fire Administration. 
In that role, she was responsible for legisla-
tion, regulations and standards for all fire de-
partments in the country. To this day, Mrs. 
Brown holds the record for the longest serving 
person in that position. 

They also paid tribute to civil rights lawyers 
Kenneth L. Johnson and Gerald A. Smith. On 
December 6, 1971 they filed suit against the 
City of Baltimore to address discrimination in 
hiring and promotions within the city’s fire de-
partment. This landmark decision changed the 
hiring and promotions processes in both the 
city’s fire and police departments, benefiting 
countless individuals. Their 1973 victory ce-
mented the legacy of their clients and ren-
dered their firm a dominant force in civil rights 
litigation on the east coast. 

The Society has also honored the Gorham 
Family. A tragic fire in August 1946 destroyed 
the home of Leroy and Lillian Gorham. Trag-
ically, the couple lost three children: Jean, 
who was 5, Ruth who was 2, and Leroy Jr., 
who was only 11 months year old. In re-
sponse, the community came together to es-
tablish Chapel Oaks Volunteer Fire Company 
in Prince George’s County, Maryland. Without 
any knowledge or experience, men from all 
over the area started Maryland’s only African- 
American Volunteer Fire Department. By the 
year’s end, they purchased a fire engine and 
equipment and began providing fire protection 
for the Deanwood Park/Chapel Oaks Commu-
nity. They have serviced Prince George’s 
County ever since. 

The African American Fire Fighters Histor-
ical Society has presented approximately 200 
flags flown over the U.S. Capitol for honorees 
on significant dates of their accomplishments; 
obtained almost 1,0000 Citations, Proclama-
tions, Resolutions, Certificates of Recognition 
and Letters of Acknowledgment for honorees; 
successfully advocated for legislation to have 
a fire house named for an honoree; been in-
strumental in building partnerships, financing 
the design, and advocating for local govern-
ment to establish The Racheal M. Wilson Me-
morial Park and Garden at the location of 
Racheal M. Wilson’s death, the first woman 
killed in the history of the Baltimore City Fire 
Department, and sponsored Baltimore High 
School students’ trips to Washington, D.C. for 
Capitol Hill tours and to visit my Braintrust 
panels at The Congressional Black Caucus 
Foundation Annual Legislative Conference. 

As the African American Firefighters Histor-
ical Society reflects on their many accomplish-
ments, they ask, ‘‘what’s next?’’ George Col-
lins, Founder and President states: 

‘‘We are looking forward to creating a 
brick and mortar entity in the form of a fire 

fighter museum. This will showcase the un-
known and often buried contributions of so 
many African Americans in the fire service. 
Yet we will always fulfill the purpose of our 
organization. Give people their flowers while 
they can smell them, show them acknowl-
edgments of their accomplishments while 
they can see it, and tell them how much you 
appreciate them while they can hear it.’’ 

For these reasons, we stop to highlight the 
endeavors of The African American Fire-
fighters Historical Society over the past 10 
years. 

f 

HONORING BRIAN MCDONALD AT 
CONGRESSMAN VELA’S BLACK 
HISTORY MONTH CELEBRATION 

HON. FILEMON VELA 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, January 30, 2019 

Mr. VELA. Madam Speaker, I rise today to 
honor Brian McDonald for his contributions to 
the Rio Grande Valley. 

Mr. McDonald received a B.A. in Political 
Science and History from Texas A&M Univer-
sity, and a J.D. from the Thurgood Marshall 
School of Law at Texas Southern University. 
After law school, Mr. McDonald settled in the 
Rio Grande Valley, where he handled state 
prosecutions in the Cameron County District 
Attorney’s Office. 

Mr. McDonald’s outstanding work and com-
mitment to public service led him to his current 
position as an Assistant United States Attor-
ney with the United States Attorney’s Office in 
Brownsville. In this capacity, he dedicates his 
efforts to keeping the community safe through 
the prosecution of federal crimes. Our commu-
nity is a better place thanks to his pursuit of 
justice for all people. 

Mr. McDonald serves as a board member of 
the Cameron County Young Lawyers Associa-
tion, where he works to connect young law-
yers to the community through service pro-
grams. 

I am pleased to recognize Mr. McDonald for 
his successful career thus far in Texas’ 34th 
Congressional District. We are all thankful for 
his dedication to serving justice, and inspiring 
the next generation of lawyers in the Rio 
Grande Valley. I ask my colleagues to join me 
in recognizing his potential and commending 
him in advance for his bright career. 

f 

INTRODUCTION OF PRIVATE STU-
DENT LOAN BANKRUPTCY FAIR-
NESS ACT 

HON. STEVE COHEN 
OF TENNESSEE 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, January 30, 2019 

Mr. COHEN. Madam Speaker, I rise today 
in support of the Private Student Loan Bank-
ruptcy Fairness Act, a bill I introduced earlier 
today with my colleagues DANNY DAVIS and 
ERIC SWALWELL. This bill would provide critical 
relief to Americans in severe financial distress 
who are struggling with overwhelming private 
student loan debt. 

Before 2005, private student loans issued 
by for-profit lenders were treated in bankruptcy 
like most other unsecured consumer debt, 
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such as credit card debt. Our bill will ensure 
that privately issued student loans will once 
again be treated like other consumer debt and 
be dischargeable in bankruptcy. 

Private student loans have much in common 
with credit cards and subprime mortgages. For 
example, private student loans often have on-
erous interest rates with no caps and can in-
clude exorbitant fees and hidden charges. In 
addition, many lenders have used aggressive 
marketing and high-pressure sales tactics to 
target particularly vulnerable people, namely, 
young men and women without financial expe-
rience, and older Americans seeking to re- 
start their careers by pursuing higher edu-
cation and training. 

To make matters worse, private student 
loans lack the critical consumer protections 
that come with federal student loans. For in-
stance, private lenders are not required to— 
and typically do not—provide any of the 
deferments, income-based repayment plans, 
cancellation rights, or loan forgiveness pro-
grams that are available to federal student 
loan borrowers. 

A hallmark of our nation’s bankruptcy law is 
to give an honest but unfortunate debtor a 
chance to obtain meaningful relief. To that 
end, the law exempts very few types of debt 
from elimination through the bankruptcy proc-
ess, and only for principled policy reasons, 
such as debts for child support, taxes, criminal 
fines and intentional injury. 

In 2005, however, Congress changed the 
bankruptcy law without any substantive anal-
ysis so that student loans made by private, 
for-profit lenders became very difficult to dis-
charge in bankruptcy. 

Currently, the Bankruptcy Code prohibits the 
discharge of private educational debt unless 
the debtor, in addition to meeting the already 
stringent requirements for personal bank-
ruptcy, proves that repayment would impose 
an, ‘‘undue hardship,’’ on the debtor and the 
debtor’s dependents. In practice, however, it’s 
hard for a debtor to ever successfully meet 
this standard. 

The current bankruptcy law unjustly pun-
ishes hardworking Americans who are simply 
trying to improve their lives by pursuing a 
higher education and became victims of pred-
atory private student loan lenders. 

We can do better. 
I urge my colleagues to support the Private 

Student Loan Bankruptcy Fairness Act and re-
store the fair treatment of private student loan 
borrowers in bankruptcy. 

f 

INTRODUCTION OF THE FAIRNESS 
FOR BREASTFEEDING MOTHERS 
ACT OF 2019 

HON. ELEANOR HOLMES NORTON 
OF THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, January 30, 2019 

Ms. NORTON. Madam Speaker, today, I in-
troduce the Fairness for Breastfeeding Moth-
ers Act of 2019, a bill that would require build-
ings that are either federally owned or leased 
to provide designated private and hygienic lac-
tation spaces for nursing mothers. For years, 
federal agencies such as the U.S. Department 
of Agriculture and the Centers for Disease 
Control and Prevention have encouraged 
breastfeeding—the benefits are so great that 

the Affordable Care Act amended federal law 
to require employers to provide a designated, 
non-bathroom space for returning employees 
to pump breastmilk for their newborns, ensur-
ing that new mothers would be able to con-
tinue this essential practice even after return-
ing to work. My bill would extend this require-
ment to include not just employees, but visi-
tors and guests to federal facilities across the 
nation. 

In Washington, D.C. alone, there are mil-
lions of tourists who visit federal sites, such as 
the Lincoln Memorial and the Smithsonian In-
stitution. Increasingly, families understand the 
unique benefits of breastfeeding, and visitors 
to these buildings who have newborns and ba-
bies should have a private space to 
breastfeed or pump. The benefits of 
breastfeeding are well-documented— 
breastmilk contains antibodies and hormones 
that boost babies’ immune systems, and stud-
ies have shown lower risks of asthma, diabe-
tes, respiratory infections, and other diseases 
among breastfed babies. Moreover, 
breastfeeding also has benefits for nursing 
mothers, who, research has shown, have 
lower risks of diabetes and certain forms of 
cancer. Given the significant public health 
benefits of breastfeeding for both mother and 
baby, already recognized in federal policy, my 
bill is a logical next step to ensure visitors to 
federal sites have access to clean, hygienic, 
and private spaces to nurse or pump. 

It is also important to ensure that lactation 
spaces are accessible to individuals with dis-
abilities. While the Americans with Disabilities 
Act does not apply to federal buildings, the 
lactation spaces required by my bill would be 
subject to a similar law, the Architectural Bar-
riers Act, which requires buildings and facilities 
that are designed, built or altered with federal 
dollars or leased by federal agencies to be ac-
cessible to individuals with disabilities when-
ever possible. 

I urge my colleagues to support this bill, 
which would provide access to designated lac-
tation rooms for guests to federally owned or 
leased buildings. 

f 

RECOGNITION OF NORFOLK FIRE- 
RESCUE CHIEF JEFFREY WISE’S 
40 YEARS OF SERVICE 

HON. ELAINE G. LURIA 
OF VIRGINIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Wednesday, January 30, 2019 

Mrs. LURIA. Madam Speaker, I rise today to 
honor and recognize Chief Jeffrey Wise’s 40 
years of service with Norfolk Fire-Rescue. His 
selfless work, bravery, and dedication have 
made the City of Norfolk a better place. 

The health of our community depends on 
public servants. I want to thank Chief Wise for 
dedicating his life’s work to the safety, health, 
and wellbeing of his neighbors. 

Chief Wise has been an effective leader. He 
has spearheaded innovations in the quality 
and type of service Norfolk Fire-Rescue pro-
vides, and has devoted himself to the mission 
of ‘‘preventing harm in the community and 
maintaining the public’s trust.’’ 

His dedication to the mission is inspiring, 
and I am confident that he has improved the 
lives and safety of many in the community. 

I congratulate Chief Wise on his retirement. 
I commend him for his selfless work, and I 

want to thank him for faithfully caring for the 
City of Norfolk for 40 years. I am confident he 
will continue to make an impact on the com-
munity. 

f 

RECOGNIZING WILLIAM J. 
‘‘HAPPY’’ FULFORD III ON HIS 
RETIREMENT 

HON. BRADLEY BYRNE 
OF ALABAMA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, January 30, 2019 

Mr. BYRNE. Madam Speaker, I rise today to 
recognize a pillar of the Southwest Alabama 
community, William J. ‘‘Happy’’ Fulford III, on 
his retirement as Executive Director for Gov-
ernment Relations at the University of South 
Alabama (USA). After more than 35 years of 
leadership, Happy leaves a legacy of devotion 
to his alma mater, as well as lasting and 
impactful relationships throughout Alabama 
and the nation. There is no way to measure 
the number of students, faculty, leaders, and 
members of our community that Happy im-
pacted over his career. 

Happy has been devoted to the success 
and advancement of USA since his days as a 
student. He graduated from USA in 1972 with 
a bachelor’s degree, and he later earned a 
master’s degree in Graduate Education Lead-
ership in 1991. 

Happy is also remembered for his service to 
our country, as he served in the United States 
Army Reserve from 1972 to 2002. During his 
time in the Army Reserve, he served in Oper-
ation Desert Storm and retired as a Colonel, 
having commanded at the company, battalion, 
and group levels. 

During his service in the Army Reserve and 
shortly after his undergraduate education, 
Happy served as the president of the USA Na-
tional Alumni Association, connecting mem-
bers of the USA community throughout the na-
tion through his inspired leadership style and 
outstanding personality. Happy continually 
forged new paths for USA, serving as the Uni-
versity’s first Director of Alumni Affairs in 
1981, its first Development Director in 1986, 
and its first Executive Director of Govern-
mental Relations in 1998. 

Happy’s list of achievements, experience, 
and contributions will never be fully appre-
ciated. Few people in this life give as much 
and ask as little recognition as Happy Fulford. 
A founding member of the Higher Education 
Partnership, a member of the Business Coun-
cil of Alabama, American Legion, Mobile Area 
Chamber of Commerce, and many other orga-
nizations, it is clear that his outstanding serv-
ice knows no bounds. 

As his well-deserved nickname suggests, 
Happy is known for his easy-going, sincere, 
and positive outlook on life, while also remain-
ing extraordinarily dedicated to the students, 
faculty, and staff at USA. 

As he enters the next chapter of his life, I 
wish Happy, his wife Sherri, and his entire 
family all the best as they get to enjoy more 
time with each other. I know that in this new 
chapter, Happy will continue to serve the Uni-
versity of South Alabama in every way he can 
through his tireless efforts to make the stu-
dents of Southwest Alabama prepared for to-
morrow and making our community a brighter, 
better, and ‘‘happier’’ place to be. 

VerDate Sep 11 2014 03:43 Jan 31, 2019 Jkt 089060 PO 00000 Frm 00005 Fmt 0626 Sfmt 9920 E:\CR\FM\A30JA8.010 E30JAPT1



CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — Extensions of RemarksE112 January 30, 2019 
Madam Speaker, please join me in recog-

nizing the decades of service of William J. 
‘‘Happy’’ Fulford. It is difficult to express our 
gratitude in mere words, but on behalf of Ala-
bama’s First Congressional District and the 
United States House of Representatives, I 
thank him. 

f 

HONORING GEORGE MCSHAN AT 
CONGRESSMAN VELA’S BLACK 
HISTORY MONTH CELEBRATION 

HON. FILEMON VELA 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, January 30, 2019 

Mr. VELA. Madam Speaker, I rise today to 
honor George McShan for his exceptional 
service to Harlingen, Texas. 

Mr. McShan received his Bachelor of 
Science from Prairie View A&M University, 
with cum laude honors, and his Master of 
Education from The University of Texas—Pan 
American. He also earned a Master School 
Board Trustee certification from the Texas As-
sociation of School Boards (TASB). He spent 
his early years as an educator in the Browns-
ville Independent School District, as a high 
school science teacher, and was also fresh-
man class sponsor. 

During an extraordinary 32 year career at 
Texas State Technical College, Mr. McShan 
served as Chairperson of Academic Instruction 
and Faculty, Dean of Instruction, Dean of En-
rollment Management, and Dean of External 
Relations. In 1988, he was elected to the Har-
lingen Consolidated Independent School Dis-
trict Board of Trustees, and served as presi-
dent of the board for eight terms. In 1998, he 
became TASB’s first African American presi-
dent. 

Throughout his career, Mr. McShan has gar-
nered awards and recognitions for his tireless 
efforts to improve the community, including the 
‘‘School Board of the Year’’ award in 1993 and 
the ‘‘Abrazo’’ award from the National His-
panic Caucus of School Board Members in 
2006. Additionally, the mayor of Harlingen 
named him the Chairman of the Harlingen 
Task Force on Juvenile Crime, Graffiti, and 
Gang Violence. 

Mr. McShan started his own business in 
2002, working as an independent consultant 
providing professional education services, and 
is a partner with BWP & Associates. He has 
led school board governance training for over 
thirty different school districts in Texas. He 
has also conducted over twenty-five super-
intendent searches across Texas as well as 
Arkansas, Alabama, Oklahoma, Louisiana, 
Ohio, Missouri and South Carolina. 

I am pleased to recognize Mr. McShan for 
his successful career in Texas’ 34th Congres-
sional District. He is a role model for our chil-
dren, and exemplifies the best our district has 
to offer. I ask my colleagues to join me in rec-
ognizing his journey, his family and friends on 
this special occasion. 

JULIETTE ALKINS HANSEN CIVIL 
RIGHTS LEADER, HEALTH ADVO-
CATE, EDUCATOR, CITIZENS, 
MOTHER 

HON. GREGORY W. MEEKS 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Wednesday, January 30, 2019 

Mr. MEEKS. Madam Speaker, Juliette 
Alkins Hansen was born in Washington 
Heights, reared in Harlem, educated in the 
New York City public school and university 
system—Juliette Alkins Hansen is a New 
Yorker. Her Barbadian parents instilled in her 
an appreciation and pride in her heritage. 
Their participation in church activities (St. Am-
brose in Harlem) gave her grounding in learn-
ing how to ‘‘give back’’ to your community/or-
ganization. 

In their 47-year marriage, Richard and Juli-
ette, individually and collectively, were in-
volved in civic and community life. Juliette’s 
non-political organizational activity included 
Alpha Kappa Alpha Sorority, Inc., the Girl 
Scouts of America, Jack and Jill of America, 
The Greater Queens Chapter of the Links, Ju-
liette was the organizer for the Queens Chap-
ter of the Links, York College Community 
Quilt, various scholars hip committees, and 
Magnet School Mentoring Program. Her board 
member participation included the American 
Lung Association; Jamaica Center for Arts and 
Learning, (JCAL). After several decades of 
JCAL board participation, Juliette retired. She 
was named the board’s first Emeritus Board 
Member and remains active in many of the 
board’s activities. This association gives her a 
continued ability to participate in the growth of 
this invaluable asset to our borough and city. 
She also served on the boards of Jamaica 
Service Program for Older Adults (JSPOA) 
and Jamaica NAACP. Being the Organizer of 
The Greater Queens Chapter of the Links 
brought her a sense of pride and accomplish-
ment. Juliette feels blessed that God granted 
her the years to become a ‘‘Golden’’ 50-year 
Soror in her dear Alpha Kappa Alpha Sorority. 
She is an Emeritus member of the New York 
Chapter of the CARATS. Juliette and her fam-
ily are members of Saint Albans Congrega-
tional Church. 

Politically, her late husband, Richard led the 
way. During his tenure as President of the Ja-
maica branch of the NAACP in the early 
1970’s, the chapter continued its tradition of 
activism. As second vice president, Juliette 
was at his side when the chapter fought for 
Rochdale, the establishment of York College 
in our community, fair housing in Forest Hills 
and NAACP reform, et al. After his term 
ended, the couple became associated with the 
political campaigns of several local, city, state, 
and national aspirants. They worked with oth-
ers in major fund raising activities for several 
candidates. 

Through her various organizations, Juliette 
continued her connection with youth. She 
joined Dr. Gerald Deas in his campaign 
against ‘‘Quarter Water’’. These sweet colored 
water drinks have been cited as being asthma 
‘‘triggers’’ for young Black and Latino children. 
As a board member of the American Lung As-
sociation and part of the Links Chapter, she 
addressed New York legislators in Albany re-
garding the need for regulatory legislation 
against such products. Unfortunately, these 
drinks are still on the shelves. 

Now retired, Juliette had 23 years of varied 
experience in the field of education. As a char-
ter faculty member of the Queens Bridge to 
Medicine program, she maintains an extended 
family of former students, who have kept her 
in their lives through graduate/medical 
schools, marriages and children. Juliette was 
honored with a nomination and placement to 
Who’s Who Among American Teachers. Juli-
ette’s other honors include the Martin Luther 
King Scholarship—St. John’s University; The 
Many Faces of Queens Women—Newsday; 
Community Service Award—Borough Presi-
dent Claire Schulman; Community Service 
Award—Borough President Helen Marshall; 
Community Service Award—Guy R. Brewer 
United Democratic Club, City Councilman 
Leroy Comrie’s ‘‘Unsung Heroes’’ and the 
Queens Chapter of Jack & Jill honored her as 
one of their past chapter presidents. 

‘‘The greatest joy in my life has been my 
devoted late husband, Richard, our loving, 
statuesque daughters, Greer and Dionne and 
husbands, Manuel and Michael. My three 
munchkins (grandsons): Blake, Spencer, and 
Richard are my supreme joy! I feel honored to 
have received several awards from my com-
munity and to be blessed with many dear and 
true friends . . . thanks for giving me my 
roses while I can smell them.’’ 

f 

MOMENT OF SILENCE HONORING 
THE LIFE OF FIRE CHIEF TOM 
SCHULTZ 

HON. J. LUIS CORREA 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, January 30, 2019 

Mr. CORREA. Madam Speaker, I rise today 
in honor of Fire Chief Tom Schultz, the thir-
teenth Fire Chief for the city of Garden Grove. 

Fire Chief Tom Schultz began his career in 
firefighting at the age of 21 as a Fire Preven-
tion Specialist with the Fullerton Fire Depart-
ment. He soon became a firefighter, and later 
a captain. After 2 decades, he became the 
Training and Disaster Preparedness Officer, 
responsible for the department’s overall pro-
fessional Fire training and for updating and im-
plementing the citywide disaster preparedness 
program. 

In 2007, his diligence earned him the posi-
tion of Shift Battalion Chief which allowed him 
to oversee the daily activities of the depart-
ment. In 2011, while serving as the Deputy 
Chief of Operations, he was assigned to facili-
tate the management integration of the Ful-
lerton and Brea Fire Departments. His exten-
sive work ascended him to become the acting 
Fire Chief. 

In 2015, after an established 30-year career, 
he was chosen to be the Fire Chief for the city 
of Garden Grove. Since then, he had proudly 
and wholeheartedly served the residents of 
Garden Grove. 

Fire Chief Tom Schultz was known as the 
‘‘firefighter’s firefighter’’. For more than 25 
years, he had been a Fire technology instruc-
tor at Santa Ana College, training hundreds of 
students with a passion for saving lives and 
serving the community. 

Anyone who knew Fire Chief Tom Schultz 
can attest to his integrity, dedication, and hu-
mility. While he is a hero to many, he was 
also a loving son, husband, and father to his 
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family. Today, Fire Chief Schultz is survived 
by his wife of 27 years and children. 

Madam Speaker, I had the opportunity to 
work with Fire Chief Tom Schultz; and I ask 
that the House join me in a brief moment of 
silence in honor of Fire Chief Tom Schultz’s 
memory. We are forever in debt to his service. 
Shall his legacy live on. 

f 

RECOGNIZING COACH ERNIE 
AYERS AND COACH JOSH POWERS 

HON. TIM WALBERG 
OF MICHIGAN 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, January 30, 2019 

Mr. WALBERG. Madam Speaker, I rise 
today to recognize Coach Ernie Ayers of Sand 
Creek and Coach Josh Powers of Madison, 
both of whom will be inducted into the Michi-
gan Interscholastic Track Coaches Association 
Hall of Fame in February. 

Coach Ayers has been leading Sand Creek 
to great success for the past 38 years. In that 
span, he has amassed 17 conference cham-
pionships, 8 regional championships, two state 
titles, along with another 9 top-ten finishes. 
Adding to his accolades, Coach Ayers is al-
ready a member of one Michigan coaching 
hall of fame, receiving recognition for his 
coaching ability on the gridiron back in 2002 . 

When he took over the job at Madison, 
Coach Josh Powers recalled thinking, ‘‘Well, 
how does Ernie do it?’’ That formula has 
helped elevate Madison’s track team to an 
elite program as well. While coaching 21 years 
for both boys and girls, Coach Powers has 
won a combined 22 conference champion-
ships, 11 regional championships, and three 
state titles. 

Despite all these honors, both coaches dis-
play a sense of humility, strong character, and 
are role models for the high school students 
on their teams. The investment they’ve made 
over decades mentoring young men and 
women and demonstrating the value of team-
work and perseverance will leave a lasting 
legacy in our community. 

Once again, I wish to congratulate Coach 
Ayers and Coach Powers on this impressive 
achievement and thank them for making such 
a positive impact on a generation of students 
in Lenawee County. 

f 

HONORING DR. DELORIA NANZE- 
DAVIS AT CONGRESSMAN VELA’S 
BLACK HISTORY MONTH CELE-
BRATION 

HON. FILEMON VELA 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, January 30, 2019 

Mr. VELA. Madam Speaker, I rise today in 
honor of Dr. Deloria Nanze-Davis, a dedicated 
educator, for her outstanding leadership and 
mentorship in the Rio Grande Valley. 

Dr. Nanze-Davis received her Bachelor of 
Arts in Mathematics and German from Texas 
Lutheran University. She earned both a Bach-
elor of Science in Accounting and a Master of 

Education in Secondary and Higher Education 
from Texas A&M—Texarkana. Dr. Nanze- 
Davis capped off her academic career at the 
University of Houston, graduating with a Doc-
torate of Education in Supervision and Admin-
istration, with an emphasis in mathematics. 

During her 43-year career as an educator, 
Dr. Nanze-Davis dedicated 34 of those years 
to the Rio Grande Valley community. She 
began as an instructor at the Texas State 
Technical College in Harlingen, Texas before 
teaching at the University of Texas Rio 
Grande Valley (UTRGV). While a professor at 
UTRGV, she was Chair of the Mathematics 
Department for 10 years, created the Math 
and Science Academy, and served as the As-
sistant to the Dean of Technology and Gen-
eral Education. 

A leader and mentor inside and outside the 
classroom, Dr. Nanze-Davis has made an im-
measurable impact on the lives and career of 
her students. While she was Chair of the 
Mathematics Department, UTRGV led the na-
tion for several years in graduating more His-
panics with degrees in mathematics than any 
other university in the United States. She was 
also deeply involved in the development of 
Black History programs in the Valley to raise 
awareness in the community. 

Since retiring in 2013 from UTRGV, Dr. 
Nanze-Davis continues to be a mentor and 
tutor for many students in the community. She 
proudly serves the Harlingen community by 
teaching mathematics at the Student Learning 
Center, participating on multiple city boards, 
and leading youth activities at Corinth Mis-
sionary Baptist Church as its Director. 

I am pleased to recognize Dr. Nanze-Davis 
for her successful and important work in 
Texas’ 34th Congressional District. We are all 
thankful for her courage and commitment to 
educating our children and young adults. I ask 
my colleagues to join me in recognizing her 
contributions to the community. 

f 

THE GATHERING PLACE 

HON. KEVIN HERN 
OF OKLAHOMA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, January 30, 2019 

Mr. KEVIN HERN of Oklahoma. Madam 
Speaker, I rise to shed light on an incredible 
new development in Tulsa, Oklahoma. 

A Gathering Place for Tulsa, the nation’s 
largest privately funded-park, opened in Sep-
tember after years of planning, construction, 
and anticipation. The park has quickly become 
a beloved and cherished landmark in Tulsa. 

Recently, the Gathering Place won the USA 
Today’s award for Best New Attraction in the 
country, a well-deserved honor. 

While there were many amazing donors to 
this project, the Gathering Place could not 
have happened without the George Kaiser 
Family Foundation. 

I’d also like to thank Tulsa Mayor G.T. 
Bynum and his predecessor Dewey Bartlett for 
their hard work helping this park become a 
centerpiece for our community. 

The Gathering Place is drawing visitors not 
only from Oklahoma, but across our region 
and the country; it’s a testament to the excel-

lence that is possible with strong public-private 
partnerships. 

f 

LIEUTENANT LEILA MORRISON 
RECEIVING FRENCH LEGION OF 
HONOR MEDAL 

HON. KEN BUCK 
OF COLORADO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, January 30, 2019 

Mr. BUCK. Madam Speaker, I rise today to 
recognize the service and sacrifice of Lieuten-
ant (Lt.) Leila Morrison, and to congratulate 
her for receiving the French Legion of Honor 
Medal from the French government. I believe 
that our nation’s men and women in uniform 
are America’s greatest assets. They have 
made incredible sacrifices and deserve our ut-
most support and respect for their service. 

Lt. Morrison honorably served to protect 
America and her allies during World War II. 
During the war, she served as a combat nurse 
with the 118th Evacuation Hospital. Lt. Morri-
son worked in the pre-operation section of the 
hospital and helped support wounded soldiers. 
Furthermore, she cared for liberated prisoners 
at the Buchenwald concentration camp. The 
French Legion of Honor Medal is France’s 
highest distinction for military and civil service. 
Lt. Morrison is well deserving of this award. 

Our nation owes no greater debt of gratitude 
than the one we owe our veterans. They and 
their families should be commended. On be-
half of the Fourth Congressional District of 
Colorado, I extend my best wishes and deep-
est gratitude to Lieutenant Morrison. 

Madam Speaker, it is an honor to recognize 
Lieutenant Leila Morrison for her commitment 
to the United States of America. 

f 

IN HONOR OF THE NEW MEXICO 
STATE REPRESENTATIVE HENRY 
‘‘KIKI’’ SAAVEDRA 

HON. BEN RAY LUJÁN 
OF NEW MEXICO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, January 30, 2019 

Mr. LUJÁN. Madam Speaker, I rise today in 
honor of New Mexico state Representative 
Henry ‘‘Kiki’’ Saavedra, who passed away ear-
lier this week. 

Kiki was a legend in the Roundhouse. A 
longtime friend and colleague of my father, I 
grew up playing with his young sons as our 
dads worked together. I remember his laugh-
ter, and later, as I grew up, I saw how that in-
fectious spirit brought people together politi-
cally. 

He was well liked and respected by every-
one, regardless of party. And, whether it was 
infrastructure projects or funding issues, he 
got things done because of it. 

Kiki was truly a special person, and I know 
his impact will be felt in the Legislature for 
decades to come. 

My prayers are with Kiki and his loving fam-
ily during this difficult time. May he rest in 
peace. 
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HONORING DR. EUGENE NUNNERY 

AT CONGRESSMAN VELA’S 
BLACK HISTORY MONTH CELE-
BRATION 

HON. FILEMON VELA 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, January 30, 2019 

Mr. VELA. Madam Speaker, I rise today to 
honor Dr. Eugene Nunnery of Harlingen, 
Texas. Dr. Nunnery has been a practicing 
physician of Internal Medicine for the past 32 
years, specializing in Rheumatology. 

In 1971, Dr. Nunnery graduated from Pur-
due University with a Bachelor of Science in 
Chemistry and was an Honors Program Grad-
uate. During his time at Purdue, he was a 
member of the Phi Beta Kappa and Phi Kappa 
Phi Honor Societies. Driven by his passion for 
chemistry, Dr. Nunnery later completed his 
Master of Science in Chemistry at the Univer-
sity of California, Berkeley, and earned his 
Doctor of Medicine at Washington University 
School, St. Louis. After finishing his Internal 
Medicine residency at the Metropolitan Gen-
eral Hospital in Cleveland, Ohio, Dr. Nunnery 
capped of his impressive academic career 
with a fellowship at the University of Texas 
Health Science Center in San Antonio, Texas. 

Since opening his private practice in Har-
lingen, Texas, Internal Medicine Associates, 
Dr. Nunnery has demonstrated exceptional en-
gagement with the community. He holds active 
staff privileges at Valley Baptist Medical Cen-
ter and Harlingen Medical Center to treat pa-
tients. Dr. Nunnery is also active in the Cam-
eron/Willacy County Medical Society, a Fellow 
of the American College of Rheumatology, 
and a member of both the Texas Medical As-
sociation and the Texas Medical Foundation. 
When not providing care for patients, Dr. Nun-
nery serves as a Clinical Research Professor 
at the University of Texas Rio Grande Valley 
Medical School’s Regional Academic Health 
Center. 

I am pleased to recognize Dr. Nunnery for 
his significant work in Texas’ 34th Congres-
sional District. Our district is a much better 
and healthier place due to his service and ex-
pertise in medicine. I ask my colleagues to 
join me in congratulating him, his family, and 
friends today. 

f 

SCHOOL BOARD RECOGNITION 

HON. SYLVIA R. GARCIA 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, January 30, 2019 

Ms. GARCIA of Texas. Madam Speaker, I 
rise today as January is School Board Rec-
ognition Month. 

I regret that this new job has prevented me 
from attending celebrations this month in the 
school districts across my district—Texas’ 
29th. 

They include: Houston, Aldine, Humble, 
Sheldon, Channelview, Deer Park, Pasadena, 
and Galena Park lSD. 

All these districts and their employees de-
serve a big Texas thank-you for all they do to 
prepare our children for their future. 

Thank you especially to all of our School 
Board Trustees for all they do for our students 

and schools in the Houston Region. We must 
all do our part to ensure our students get the 
well-rounded education they deserve. 

Madam speaker, I also want to congratulate 
the Galena Park North Shore High School 
Mustangs Football Team in winning the Con-
ference 6A D1 State Championship. 

I urge everyone to attend a community pep 
rally this Saturday, February 2, 2019 at 3 p.m. 
at the Galena Park Stadium. Go Mustangs. 

f 

CAMPAIGN FINANCE LEGISLATION 

HON. MARCY KAPTUR 
OF OHIO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, January 30, 2019 

Ms. KAPTUR. Madam Speaker, this week, I 
introduced three pieces of landmark campaign 
finance reform legislation. Out-of-control cam-
paign spending has reached a dangerous 
level in this country and we must reform our 
campaign finance system if we are to restore 
voting power back to the American people. 

First, I have introduced a Constitutional 
Amendment granting Congress and the States 
the power to establish limits on contributions 
and expenditures in elections for public office. 
This amendment nullifies Citizens United v. 
FEC. Additionally, the amendment concludes 
that First Amendment protections do not apply 
to the political speech of corporations and 
other business organizations with respect to 
the disbursement of funds in connection with 
public elections. 

Second, I have introduced a resolution ex-
pressing the sense of Congress that the U.S. 
Supreme Court misinterpreted the First 
Amendment in the case of Buckley v. Valeo 
when it equated campaign spending with free 
speech. It is clear that Buckley v. Valeo failed 
to recognize that unlimited spending of money 
on elections has a corrosive effect on the 
electoral process. In order to secure free 
speech as a right of ‘we the people,’ this mis-
interpretation must be reversed. 

Last, the Fairness in Political Advertising Act 
would require television broadcasting stations 
to make available 2 hours of free advertising 
broadcast time in each even-numbered year to 
each qualified political candidate in a state-
wide or national election. This would help level 
the playing field for viable candidates running 
against campaigns bankrolled by special inter-
ests. 

My entire career in Congress, I have served 
in the People’s House. We, the elected mem-
bers of the House of Representatives, must 
stand with the people, not major corporations 
or wealthy donors who give millions to super 
PACs. I urge my colleagues to support this 
legislation and return the power over our De-
mocracy back to the American people. 

f 

CONGRATULATIONS HOWARD UNI-
VERSITY SCHOOL OF LAW CON-
VOCATION 

HON. GREGORY W. MEEKS 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, January 30, 2019 

Mr. MEEKS. Madam Speaker, through a 
Charter by the U.S. Congress, Howard Univer-

sity School of Law began as Howard Univer-
sity Law Department on January 6, 1867, dur-
ing the Reconstruction Era, to provide legal 
education to students committed to the protec-
tion of the rights of African Americans. During 
this time, there was a great need to train law-
yers who would have a strong commitment to 
help black Americans to secure and protect 
their rights and well as the rights of other 
marginalized communities. Howard Law also 
has significant ties to the Civil Rights Move-
ment and other social movements that fought 
for civil rights throughout American history. 

Howard Law was the first school in the na-
tion to have a nondiscriminatory admission 
policy, admitting both black and white male 
and female law students. 

Howard Law’s mission is to: 
Educate and enable students to develop 

their highest capabilities and skills as lawyers; 
Engage as an institution in the active pursuit 

of solutions to domestic and international 
legal, social, economic and political problems 
that are of particular concern to minority 
groups; and 

Imbue its students with dedication to excel-
lence and commitment to the solutions to 
those problems. 

Famous alumni and faculty of the school in-
clude Dean Charles Hamilton Houston—‘‘the 
Man Who Killed Jim Crow,’’ Thurgood Mar-
shall—argued Brown v. Board of Education 
and the first African-American Justice, multiple 
Congressmen, senators, district judges, gov-
ernors, mayors, and the former Prime Minister 
of Jamaica. 

We begin the celebration of the 150th Anni-
versary of its founding with a Sesquicentennial 
Convocation. 

I, Gregory W. Meeks, Member of the 116th 
Congress, do hereby congratulate Howard 
University School of Law on its 150th Anniver-
sary, on January 7, 2019. 

f 

HONORING MITTIE A. PULLAM AT 
CONGRESSMAN VELA’S BLACK 
HISTORY MONTH CELEBRATION 

HON. FILEMON VELA 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Wednesday, January 30, 2019 

Mr. VELA. Madam Speaker, I rise today to 
honor Mittie A. Pullam of Brownsville, Texas 
for her dedication to educating our children. 

Mrs. Pullam earned her Bachelor of Arts in 
Literacy Arts from Samuel Houston College in 
Austin, Texas, and her Master of Education 
from Texas Southern University. After com-
pleting her master’s degree, she moved to 
Brownsville, where she began her teaching 
career. 

Mrs. Pullam dedicated her life to enriching 
the lives of African American children. She 
helped establish Frederick Douglass Elemen-
tary School, Brownsville’s only segregated 
school, and was both a teacher and a prin-
cipal there until the district was desegregated 
in the early 1960’s, at which time the school 
was integrated into Skinner Elementary 
School. She worked at Skinner until her retire-
ment in 1975. 

As the first African American teacher and 
the first African American school principal in 
the Brownsville Independent School District 
(ISD), Mrs. Pullam led by example and in-
stilled hope in the lives of the African Amer-
ican community. She worked to provide her 
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students with amenities that segregated 
schools often lacked, including musical instru-
ments and electric fans. Brownsville ISD 
named her ‘‘Elementary School Teacher of the 
Year’’ in 1975. 

Mittie A. Pullam Elementary School opened 
in 2009, honoring Mrs. Pullam’s 28-year ca-
reer providing our children with an equal op-
portunity. She attended the groundbreaking 
ceremony and was joined by the school’s first 
class of students, the future leaders in our re-
gion. 

I am pleased to recognize Mrs. Pullam for 
her outstanding career in Texas’ 34th Con-
gressional District, especially as an educator 
during a difficult time in our history. We are all 
thankful for her critical role in fighting for jus-
tice across the Rio Grande Valley. I ask my 
colleagues to join me in recognizing Mittie A. 
Pullam, her family, and friends for her suc-
cess. 

f 

REMEMBERING THE LIFE OF 
ROBERT ‘‘SCAT’’ SCATTERDAY, JR. 

HON. DAVID B. McKINLEY 
OF WEST VIRGINIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, January 30, 2019 

Mr. MCKINLEY. Madam Speaker, I rise to 
remember the life of Robert ‘‘Scat’’ Scatterday, 
Jr., of Wheeling, WV, a businessman, retired 
professor, a Vietnam veteran, a father and a 
friend. 

Scatterday was known throughout our com-
munity for his leadership and service to oth-
ers. For over 30 years I had the privilege of 
calling him my friend. 

He retired from the U.S. Air Force as a 
major with 37 years of service, including 136 
combat missions in the Vietnam War. His mili-
tary decorations include the Bronze Star. 

Scatterday spent 30 years teaching at Bel-
mont Technical College in Belmont, Ohio, and 
treated every citizen of Wheeling, West Vir-
ginia, as part of his family. 

Scatterday was active in the Wheeling com-
munity. He helped plan the Ogden News-
papers Half Marathon Classic and other 
events. 

He served as a board member of the Ohio 
River Valley Council of the Boy Scouts of 
America; founded the Golden Gathering in 
Wheeling; supported the United Way of Upper 
Ohio Valley and Young Life in the Ohio Valley. 

Scatterday inspired all those around him; he 
was a quiet, unassuming and humble man, a 
caring and thoughtful father and grandfather, 
and a wonderful friend. 

He will be missed but remembered for ev-
erything he contributed to the Wheeling com-
munity and the positive difference he made in 
the lives of so many. 

Scatterday is survived by his four children, 
his seven grandchildren and his large ex-
tended family. 

May he rest in peace. 

RECOGNITION OF NORFOLK’S 
LONGEST SERVING POLICE OFFI-
CER 

HON. ELAINE G. LURIA 
OF VIRGINIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, January 30, 2019 

Mrs. LURIA. Madam Speaker, I rise today to 
honor and recognize Captain Wallace Driskell 
Jr.’s 45 years of service with the Norfolk Po-
lice Department. His selfless work, bravery, 
and dedication have made the City of Norfolk 
a better place. 

The health of our community depends on 
public servants. I want to thank Captain 
Driskell for dedicating his life’s work to the 
safety, health, and wellbeing of his neighbors. 

Captain Driskell has been an effective lead-
er and worked his way up from patrol officer 
to captain. 

His dedication to our city is inspiring, and I 
am confident that he has improved the lives 
and safety of many in the community. 

I congratulate Captain Driskell on his retire-
ment. I commend him for his selfless work, 
and I want to thank him for faithfully keeping 
the City of Norfolk safe for 45 years. I am con-
fident he will continue to make an impact on 
the community. 

f 

HONORING THE SERVICE AND 
LEGACY OF ANDREW J. MULDER 

HON. BILL HUIZENGA 
OF MICHIGAN 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, January 30, 2019 

Mr. HUIZENGA. Madam Speaker, I rise 
today to honor the legacy of Andrew J. Mulder 
and his decades of commendable service to 
the community in Holland, Michigan. 

Two years after the start of his career in Oc-
tober of 1976 as the Deputy City Attorney for 
the City of Holland, Andrew extended his re-
sponsibilities in his capacity as an advisor to 
the Holland City Council. In 1987, after over a 
decade of proven service, Andrew was pro-
moted to City Attorney. Andrew served in this 
capacity until deciding to focus the last five 
years of his career on legal work surrounding 
the new electricity generation plant of the Hol-
land Board of Public Works. 

Throughout his career, Andrew’s heart for 
public service and the rule of law led him to 
serve on multiple boards for various legal or-
ganizations and associations. Andrew served 
on the Board of Directors of the Michigan Mu-
nicipal Attorneys Association from 1995 to 
2011, and was the President of the Associa-
tion from 2007 to 2009. From 1995 to 2011, 
Andrew served on the Legal Defense Fund of 
the Michigan Municipal League, and from 
2012 to 2019, Andrew served in the Academy 
of Municipal Attorneys. 

Andrew’s long list of accomplishments in-
clude the execution of legal portions of major 
projects like the Holland Area Wastewater 
Treatment Plant Expansion, negotiating water 
contracts between the City of Holland and ad-
joining Townships, for the development of a 
new police department and courthouse in Hol-
land, for the construction of a new Civic Cen-
ter and associated farmer’s market expansion, 
for the renovation of Holland’s City Hall, the 

implementation of Holland’s renowned 
Snowmelt system, construction of the City 
Transportation Center, legal considerations for 
the State Boundary Commission Annexation 
and Detachment Project, legal work for the 
Kollen Park Improvement Project, and for Hol-
land’s Energy Park. Additionally, Andrew dili-
gently litigated a number of cases on behalf of 
the City of Holland before Michigan’s Supreme 
Court. These cases included Meadowlands v. 
City of Holland, Adams Outdoor Advertising v. 
City of Holland, Fillmore Township v. City of 
Holland, and City of Holland v. Consumers 
Energy. 

Madam Speaker, on behalf of the Second 
Congressional District of Michigan, we thank 
Andrew J. Mulder for his more than 40 years 
of distinguished service to the residents of 
Holland, and to our great nation. 

f 

HONORING DR. CHARLES 
RURANGIRWA AT CONGRESSMAN 
VELA’S BLACK HISTORY MONTH 
CELEBRATION 

HON. FILEMON VELA 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, January 30, 2019 

Mr. VELA. Madam Speaker, I rise today to 
honor Dr. Charles Rurangirwa for his leader-
ship and contributions in the Lower Rio 
Grande Valley. 

Dr. Rurangirwa earned his pre-med and 
medical degrees at Montemorelos University 
in Mexico. After medical school, Dr. 
Rurangirwa completed a rigourous four-year 
residency program in Obstetrics and Gyne-
cology (OB/GYN) at the King-Drew University 
of Medicine and Science under the Drew/ 
UCLA Medical Education Program. His com-
mitment and expertise have been recognized 
by his peers, faculty and staff. He has gar-
nered many accolades throughout his career, 
including ‘‘Best Teaching Resident’’ award in 
OB/GYN by Ortho Pharmaceutical, ‘‘Most Out-
standing Resident’’ award by the Drew-Univer-
sity of California—Los Angeles Class, and 
‘‘Best Graduating Resident’’ by King-Drew 
Medical Center; and acted as Executive Chief 
Resident in OB/GYN from July 1996 to June 
1997. 

In 1997, Dr. Rurangirwa arrived in Browns-
ville and opened his private practice in OB/ 
GYN, providing years of care for women in our 
community. Outside of the office, Dr. 
Rurangirwa volunteers at the Mary P. Lucio 
Health Center, a clinic in Brownsville dedi-
cated to serving those who cannot afford 
health care. His contributions help the Rio 
Grande Valley, and serve as an example to 
our neighbors and the State of Texas in the 
health and care of women. 

I am pleased to recognize Dr. Rurangirwa 
for his positive and compassionate work in 
Texas’ 34th Congressional District. Brownsville 
is thankful for his unwavering service and 
dedication, setting an example for future doc-
tors in the region. I ask my colleagues to join 
me in congratulating him, his family, and 
friends on this special occasion. 
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VALERIE BRATHWAITE: JUSTICE, 

MOTHER, WIFE, ADVOCATE 

HON. GREGORY W. MEEKS 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

WEDNESDAY, JANUARY 30, 2019 

Mr. MEEKS. Madam Speaker, The Honor-
able Valerie Brathwaite Nelson, a justice of 
the Appellate Division of the Supreme Court, 
Second Department, which is the intermediate 
Appellate Court in New York State, was ap-
pointed in February 2016 by Governor Andrew 
M. Cuomo, making history as the first African- 
American female from the County of Queens 
to be elevated to Associate Justice of the Ap-
pellate Division. 

Justice Brathwaite Nelson was educated in 
the New York City Public School System, is a 
graduate of Syracuse University with a Bach-
elor of Arts degree in Political Science and re-
ceived her Juris Doctor degree from the 
George Washington School of Law. Having 
married the greatest joy of her life Nicholas J. 
Nelson, adding to that union three children 
whom she considers her most important and 
greatest achievement. 

Justice Brathwaite Nelson began her distin-
guished career as a Law Clerk with U.S. Con-
gresswoman Shirley Chisholm, as well as 
serving in a variety of public and private legal 
capacities prior to establishing her private 
practice of law. Her approach to leadership is 
exemplified by her firm belief in the concept of 
teamwork and empowerment. Her focus has 
been to lead by example, while re-energizing 
and transforming the culture of the judicial in-
stitutions she has led. Credited with making 
tangible changes in the lives of women of 
color and their families both domestically and 
abroad through meaningful partnership, her 
commitment to the Judicial System and her re-
spect for the value of our law resulted in her 
receiving numerous honors and recognition; 
Therefore, be it 

That I, Gregory W. Meeks, Member of the 
116th Congress, representing the Fifth Con-
gressional District of New York, congratulate 
Valerie Brathwaite Nelson for her dedicated 
service to quality legal practice. On behalf of 
the 723,000 residents of the Fifth Congres-
sional District, I thank Valerie Brathwaite Nel-
son for her outstanding and ongoing commit-
ment to making positive contributions to our 
society’s wellbeing. 

f 

STAFF SERGEANT PHILIP DAILY 
RECEIVING FRENCH LEGION OF 
HONOR MEDAL 

HON. KEN BUCK 
OF COLORADO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, January 30, 2019 

Mr. BUCK. Madam Speaker, I rise today to 
recognize the service and sacrifice of Staff 
Sergeant (SSG) Philip Daily, and to congratu-
late him for receiving the French Legion of 
Honor Medal from the French government. I 
believe that our nation’s men and women in 
uniform are America’s greatest assets. They 
have made incredible sacrifices for our country 
and deserve our utmost support and respect 
for their service. 

SSG Daily honorably served the United 
States and her allies during World War II. Dur-
ing his 25th mission as a B–17 tail gunner 
with the 772 Bomb Squadron, 463rd Bomb 
Group, 15th Air Force, SSG Daily’s plane was 
shot down. He spent the remainder of the war 
at Stalag Luft IV Prisoner-of-War camp near 
Gross Tychow, Germany. SSG Daily’s 
strength enabled him to survive the camp and 
endure the winter march of prisoners. The 
French Legion of Honor Medal is France’s 
highest distinction for military and civil service. 
SSG Daily is well deserving for his assistance 
in liberating France from Nazi control. 

Our nation owes no greater debt of gratitude 
than the one we owe our veterans. They and 
their families should be commended. On be-
half of the Fourth Congressional District of 
Colorado, I extend my best wishes and deep-
est gratitude to SSG Daily. 

Madam Speaker, it is an honor to recognize 
SSG Philip Daily for his commitment to family, 
community, and the United States of America. 

f 

HONORING GARY WEST AT CON-
GRESSMAN VELA’S BLACK HIS-
TORY MONTH CELEBRATION 

HON. FILEMON VELA 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, January 30, 2019 

Mr. VELA. Madam Speaker, I rise today to 
honor Gary West of Brownsville, Texas, for his 
distinguished career as an educator for more 
than 40 years in the Rio Grande Valley. 

As a teenager, Mr. West attended George 
Washington Carver Segregated School in Ed-
inburg, Texas until 1955. After graduating from 
Edinburg High School in 1962, Mr. West at-
tended New Mexico Highlands University, 
where he was a member of the college’s 
baseball team. He later enlisted in the United 
States Air Force. Upon his return from the 
service, Mr. West attended Pan American Col-
lege of Edinburg, Texas, where he earned 
bachelor’s and master’s degrees. 

In 1970, he began his career as a history 
teacher in the Brownsville Independent School 
District (ISD) system, first at Cummings Jr. 
High School, and then at Rivera High School. 
An avid golfer, Mr. West was the golf coach 
for the high school teams, as well as part-time 
golf coach at Texas Southmost College, from 
1970 through 2000. 

He later joined the staff at Gutierrez Middle 
School in Harlingen where he taught history 
and coached the chess team. Mr. West dedi-
cated himself to providing students with the 
best possible education until his retirement in 
2014. 

It is a tremendous honor to recognize Mr. 
West. Our district and country are very proud 
of his service, and his students and col-
leagues benefitted greatly from his commit-
ment to educating and developing young lead-
ers. I ask my colleagues to join me in con-
gratulating him for his work, honor, and ac-
complishments. 

f 

SENATE COMMITTEE MEETINGS 

Title IV of Senate Resolution 4, 
agreed to by the Senate of February 4, 
1977, calls for establishment of a sys-
tem for a computerized schedule of all 

meetings and hearings of Senate com-
mittees, subcommittees, joint commit-
tees, and committees of conference. 
This title requires all such committees 
to notify the Office of the Senate Daily 
Digest—designated by the Rules Com-
mittee—of the time, place and purpose 
of the meetings, when scheduled and 
any cancellations or changes in the 
meetings as they occur. 

As an additional procedure along 
with the computerization of this infor-
mation, the Office of the Senate Daily 
Digest will prepare this information for 
printing in the Extensions of Remarks 
section of the CONGRESSIONAL RECORD 
on Monday and Wednesday of each 
week. 

Meetings scheduled for Thursday, 
January 31, 2019 may be found in the 
Daily Digest of today’s RECORD. 

MEETINGS SCHEDULED 
FEBRUARY 5 

10 a.m. 
Committee on Energy and Natural Re-

sources 
To hold hearings to examine the outlook 

for energy and minerals markets in the 
116th Congress. 

SD–366 
Committee on Health, Education, Labor, 

and Pensions 
To hold hearings to examine how pri-

mary care affects health care costs and 
outcomes. 

SD–430 
10:30 a.m. 

Committee on Appropriations 
Subcommittee on Military Construction 

and Veterans Affairs, and Related 
Agencies 

To hold hearings to examine an imple-
mentation update on the Department 
of Veterans Affairs’ electronic health 
record modernization. 

SD–124 

FEBRUARY 6 

9:30 a.m. 
Special Committee on Aging 

To hold hearings to examine financial se-
curity in retirement, focusing on inno-
vations and best practices to promote 
savings. 

SD–562 
10 a.m. 

Committee on Armed Services 
To hold hearings to examine worldwide 

threats. 
SH–216 

Committee on Commerce, Science, and 
Transportation 

Business meeting to consider sub-
committee assignments and an original 
resolution authorizing expenditures by 
the committee during the 116th Con-
gress; to be immediately followed by a 
hearing to examine winning the race to 
5G and the next era of technology inno-
vation in the United States. 

SD–G50 
Committee on Homeland Security and 

Governmental Affairs 
Organizational business meeting to con-

sider committee rules and an original 
resolution authorizing expenditures by 
the committee during the 116th Con-
gress. 

SD–342 
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Committee on Armed Services 
Subcommittee on Readiness and Manage-

ment Support 
To hold closed hearings to examine 

United States Army readiness. 
SVC–217 

FEBRUARY 7 
10 a.m. 

Committee on the Judiciary 
Business meeting to consider the nomi-

nations of William Pelham Barr, of 
Virginia, to be Attorney General, and 
Donald W. Washington, of Texas, to be 
Director of the United States Marshals 
Service, both of the Department of Jus-
tice, Bridget S. Bade, of Arizona, and 
Eric D. Miller, of Washington, both to 
be a United States Circuit Judge for 
the Ninth Circuit, Paul B. Matey, of 
New Jersey, to be United States Cir-
cuit Judge for the Third Circuit, Eric 
E. Murphy, of Ohio, and Chad A. 
Readler, of Ohio, both to be a United 
States Circuit Judge for the Sixth Cir-
cuit, Allison Jones Rushing, of North 
Carolina, to be United States Circuit 
Judge for the Fourth Circuit, Rossie 
David Alston, Jr., to be United States 
District Judge for the Eastern District 
of Virginia, Roy Kalman Altman, 
Rodolfo Armando Ruiz II, and Rodney 
Smith, each to be a United States Dis-
trict Judge for the Southern District of 
Florida, Raul M. Arias-Marxuach, to be 
United States District Judge for the 
District of Puerto Rico, Thomas P. 
Barber, and Wendy Williams Berger, 
both to be a United States District 

Judge for the Middle District of Flor-
ida, J. Campbell Barker, and Michael J. 
Truncale, both to be a United States 
District Judge for the Eastern District 
of Texas, Pamela A. Barker, to be 
United States District Judge for the 
Northern District of Ohio, Kenneth D. 
Bell, to be United States District 
Judge for the Western District of North 
Carolina, Jean-Paul Boulee, to be 
United States District Judge for the 
Northern District of Georgia, Holly A. 
Brady, and Damon Ray Leichty, both 
to be a United States District Judge 
for the Northern District of Indiana, 
Andrew Lynn Brasher, to be United 
States District Judge for the Middle 
District of Alabama, Brian C. 
Buescher, to be United States District 
Judge for the District of Nebraska, 
James David Cain, Jr., to be United 
States District Judge for the Western 
District of Louisiana, Stephen R. 
Clark, Sr., to be United States District 
Judge for the Eastern District of Mis-
souri, Clifton L. Corker, to be United 
States District Judge for the Eastern 
District of Tennessee, Daniel Desmond 
Domenico, to be United States District 
Judge for the District of Colorado, 
Karin J. Immergut, to be United States 
District Judge for the District of Or-
egon, Matthew J. Kacsmaryk, to be 
United States District Judge for the 
Northern District of Texas, Corey 
Landon Maze, to be United States Dis-
trict Judge for the Northern District of 
Alabama, David Steven Morales, to be 
United States District Judge for the 
Southern District of Texas, Sarah 

Daggett Morrison, to be United States 
District Judge for the Southern Dis-
trict of Ohio, Carl J. Nichols, to be 
United States District Judge for the 
District of Columbia, Howard C. Niel-
son, Jr., to be United States District 
Judge for the District of Utah, J. Nich-
olas Ranjan, to be United States Dis-
trict Judge for the Western District of 
Pennsylvania, Wendy Vitter, to be 
United States District Judge for the 
Eastern District of Louisiana, T. Kent 
Wetherell II, and Allen Cothrel Winsor, 
both to be a United States District 
Judge for the Northern District of 
Florida, Joshua Wolson, and John Mil-
ton Younge, both to be a United States 
District Judge for the Eastern District 
of Pennsylvania, Patrick R. Wyrick, to 
be United States District Judge for the 
Western District of Oklahoma, M. Mil-
ler Baker, of Louisiana, and Timothy 
M. Reif, of the District of Columbia, 
both to be a Judge of the United States 
Court of International Trade, and Rich-
ard A. Hertling, of Maryland, and Ryan 
T. Holte, of Ohio, both to be a Judge of 
the United States Court of Federal 
Claims. 

SH–216 
10:15 a.m. 

Committee on Armed Services 
To hold hearings to examine United 

States Africa Command and United 
States Southern Command in review of 
the Defense Authorization Request for 
fiscal year 2020 and the Future Years 
Defense Program. 

SD–G50 
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